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CHAPTER 6

DOCUMENTATION

6-1. Monument/Marker Documentation . Each permanent monument
constructed or recovered should be documented by completing
DA Form 1959, Description or Recovery of Horizontal Control
Station, illustrated in Figure 6-1.

a. Monument Name. The monument name shall conform to that
outlined in the manual and as stamped on the disk. Longitude and
latitude shall be scaled from maps for marks with vertical
control only. The order of accuracy shall be determined as
defined by Federal Geodetic Control Committee specifications.
Monument type shall be designated as outlined by this manual.
Additional instructions on the completion of DA Form 1959 are
located on the back of the form.

b. Computer Data Base Storage. For those using computer
data bases for storage and retrieval of control data, a suggested
format is illustrated in Figure 6-2. Use of this format is
optional and modification of data elements is allowed to meet
local needs. Additional instructions on the use of this format
are located on the back of Figure 6-2.
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Figure 6-1. Description or Recovery of Horizontal
Control Station Form (Continued)
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Figure 6-1. (Concluded)
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Figure 6-2. Suggested format for monument/marker
documentation (Continued)
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GUIDELINES ON COMPLETION OF FORMAT
1. General . This format may be used in the field offices to
record positions, descriptive and related data, or for direct
entry to a database program.
2. Use of Format . Descriptive data and other information
available in the field should be recorded at the station site .
All other applicable data should be added to the format as this
information becomes available. Information equivalent to data
items 1 thru 5, 9 thru 15, and 27 should be completed for each
mark. All other items should be completed only as applicable.

1. The name or station designation of the mark.
2. The name of the 15-minute quad where the mark is located.
3. The name of the city, town, or community near the mark.
4. The county in which the mark is located.
5. The state in which the mark is located.
9. The month, day, and year the mark was established.

10. The elevation of the top of the disk or rod of the mark.
For horizontal-only marks, the elevation should be
interpolated to the nearest half meter.

11. The exact latitude (at least three decimal places) of
mark. For vertical-only marks, the latitude should be
scaled to the nearest second.

12. The exact longitude (at least three decimal places) of
the mark. For vertical-only marks, the latitude should
be scaled to the nearest second.

13. The datum surface to which the horizontal and vertical
positions of the mark are referenced.

14. The order and class of accuracy to which the horizontal
and vertical positions were established. State if
scaled or interpolated.

15. The single letter designation of the monument type.
If metal rods, pipe, or rebar were used, state the depth
to which they were driven.

27. The text of the description shall include, but is not
limited to the following.
a. A one-paragraph narrative providing specific directions

on how the monument may be reached from a readily
locatable landmark, such as a public building in a
nearby town or the crossroads of prominent highways.

b. At the station site, pinpoint the location of the
mark with distance and direction from at least three
reference objects in the immediate vicinity.

c. Vertical reference should be provided by giving the
mark’s distance above, below, or level with a nearby
reference object or ground surface.

d. The distance and direction to the mark from the
witness post should be provided.

e. If disk is used, provide the identity of the agency
whose name is cast in the disk and all the letters
and numbers stamped on the disk that identify the
name of the mark and the organization setting it (i.e.
the exact stamping on the disk).

Figure 6-2. (Concluded)
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